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Candid R E A D E R, 


H AVING. had the Opportunity of ſeeing the following: 
| SERMON,. I think it my Duty to Jay, that it apptars| 


fo me, to be 4 SPECIMEN of a ſuperior Genus . (and? 
what is ſtill more noble) of a difintereſted and undaunted. 
ZEAL for GOD, his Kine, and COUNTRY; I bear, 
wiſh it may be of extenſive Service, and that the. candid, 
prous, and humble Author, may. live long. to compoſe. mem 


of equal Worth. | 
| GILBERT TENNENT« 
Nr An 3 _ (1: 
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The view PREFACE. 


Candid READER, 
HEN I obſerved and confidered the amazing 


Danger, which, at this funelure, threatens our 
civil and religious Rights and Liberties ;--the Security and 
Indolence of very many ;--0ur. general Unpreparedneſs for 
Defence ;--that Numbers x Sd refu ye to repel the 3 | 
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Force and Arms ;--and that no proper and adequate 
Meaſures, for the public Safety, are proſecuted; I could 
be unconcerned : Nor. could I think it ny Duty to be 
altogether filent, while the ſmalleſt Glimmerings of Hope 
remained. - Excited by theſe Conſiderations, though varicus 
Diſcouragements flood full in View, J concluded, by the 
hing Sermon, to caſt my Mite into the public Treaſury. 
= The Diſccurſe now appears as it was derivered, ſave that 
e Form of 'the latter Part of the Application is altered, 
band a few Sentences in ſome other Parts, that had a direct 
Reference to that Ferm. But the Matter is the ſame, and 
Wet in the ſame Point of Light in which T always defigned it 
Wſbould be viewed. The Expreſſions allo are the very ſame, ſo 
r as the aforeſaid Alterations would permit. 

I choſe the Form in which it was delivered, for no other 
FRealon, but that it appeared to me more ſiriking, and better 
calculated to engage the Attention of Mankind, I have 
altered it, becauſe I found by Obſervation, that my Meaning 
was miſunderſtood ; and I chuſe the Form in which it now 
appears, becauſe it is leſs liable to be miftaken.---- 

May the Gop of Battle ariſe !--plead his own Cauſe !-- 
al fie a Spirit of public Zeal through our Nation !--diſtin= 
guiſo with his Favour our Sovereign King GEORGE the 

Second !--ſucceed his Arms !--give a Spirit of Wiſdom and 
EPortitude to our military Commanders !--and, in particular, 
| bleſs and proſper his Excellency Lord LoupouN, in his loyal 


Endeavours to defend our Land Let the whole Earth be 
! lled with the divine Glory AMEN. 
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Jvupoxs v. 23. Curſe ye Meroz, ſaid the An gel of the 
Lord, curſe ye bitterly the Inhabitants cher ; becauſe | 
they came not to the Help of the Lord, to the Help of tbe 


Tord againſt the" Mighty. 
A Bleſſings my ordinary Exerciſe ; yet, whos 
ever imagines, that my Office, as a Miniſter 
of CuRIsT, confines me to this alone, underſtands: it 
no better than they do the divine Nature, who fancy that 
Gop has no other Attributes but Kindneſs. and Love. It 
is certain, that the whole Council of God is to be declared, 
+ as Occaſion calls: And as I have no Power to curſe” 
whom he bleſſes; ſo my bleſſing whom he curſes, 
would not only be in vain, but acting out of Character. 
You know his Judgment of the: falſe Prophets, who ſaid 
Peace to thoſe to whom there was n Peace t, and proclaimed. } 
Safety, when ſudden and inevitable Deſtruction was ap- 
fan | 


LTHOUGH Duty and Inclination — 
conſpire, to make the Publication of Goſpel 


+ Ads 20. 27%. © Jer, "2" i 


muſt not only not leſs, but, fince the State of our Affairs 
require me now to change my Voice, I muſt proclaim the 
Day of Vengeance of our Gad ip, againſt ſuch as my Text 


characterizes and dooms. 


The Words are a Part of the famous, truly poetical, 


and ſpirited Song of the Propheteſs Deborah, compoſed 
on Occaſion of the memorable Victory obtained by 
Barak over Hrael's Enemies. 

t You know that the /raehtes were God's peculiar 
People, and under his immediate Government, both as 
to their religious, and civil State. Hence, by conſider- 
ing how he directed them, both in Peace and in War, 
we may learn Leſſons very important, and on which, 
as being infallible, we can ſecurely depend. 
Hie is the God of Love, What then may be ex- 
| pected from him, when Enemies invade, and threaten 
his Subjects with utter Deſtruction ? Will not Love 
direct them to be ſtill and quiet, and to ſuffer their Foes 
to kill, or enſlave them, rather than repe/ Force by Force 
in their own Defence? 3 
This would doubtleſs have been the divine Order, if 
Tove had not been tempered with Juſtice, and directed 
by eternal Vim. But the Lover of Righteouſneſs, 


the Pattern of Propriety, and Guardian of his People's 


| Rights, Orders far otherwiſe than ſome imagine, who 
| miſtake his Perfections, and the Genius of his Govern- 


ment. Do Enemies invade, and bring Mae into Bond- 


age? Their glorious Sovereign rouſes them to Arms. 
Do Numbers, fired with a patriot Zeal for their civil 
and religious Rights, take the Sword, and ſignalize 
themſelves in the bloody Battle? They are enrolled in 
the Records of eternal Fame. Are others ſo ſlothful and 

. IR cowardly, 
Gal. 4. 20. Þ+ J. 63. 2. | 


* e. that I may avoid their Doom, 1 
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cowardly, ſo ſelfiſh, or ſo peaceable, as to decline the 
War, when the Deliverance of their Country requires 
their Aid? They are blaſted with a Curſe, and their 
Memory rots under an indelible Reproach. The former 
is exemplified in the preceeding and following Context, 
and the latter in our Text. Curſe ye Meroz, ſaid the 
Angel of the Lord, Re. - 
Meroz was moſt probably ſome City about the Lake , 
Merom ; and from the raiſed Expectations of Aſſiſtance 
from it in this Mar, it ſeems to have been then a conſi- 
derable Place: But the Curſe of IxHOvAH has blotted 
it out from under Heaven, ſo that there is no further 
mention of it in Scripture. It alſo appears to have been 
near the Field of Battle, and had the faireſt Opportunity 
of joining Barat's Army; for none of the remoter Tribes 
are curſed for not appearing on this Occaſion. © 
It is ſuppoſable that fome, and eſpecially thoſe moſt 
concerned, would farmiſe, that the Propbereſs denounced * 
this Curſe from her own paſſionate Reſentment againſt 
them: But all Suſpicion of this Sort is removed, by ? 
obſerving, that not ſbe, but the Angel of the Lord, com- 
manded this Curſe ; which affures us, that our Text was 
dictated by the Spirit of Truth, and expreſſes the Mind 
of God. *The Angel called upon other Hraelites to 
join in curſing Meroz ; Curſe ye Meroz, curſe bitterly, 
that is, be zealous and earneſt in the Denunciation.  - 
But why this? What Evil had Meroz done? Had 
the devoted Inhabitants invaded the Property of others, 
or cruelly taken away their Lives? Did they take, up 
* («This Branch of the Song, was dictated to her by the Loxp, by the 
c Miniſtry of an Angel; otherwiſe ſhe neither would, or durſt have attered 
« fo bitter a Curſe againſt them, viz. Pool, in Loc. This Curſe, ſaſch 
% Henry, on the Place, is pronounced by the Angel of the Lord, our Lord 


« Jesvs, the Captain of the Lord's Hof, and thoſe whom he curſeth, are 
« curſcd indeed. | | 


11 6 7 
"OM againſt their Country, or abett and vindicate the 
Enemies Cauſe? None ot all theſe. Their Crime was 
Fa bare OM1sSION : They did not aſſiſt their Brethren : 
T hey attended their Buſineſs at Home, and would not 
le, though the Safety of their Country, and Recovery a 
of their Liberty, called them to the Field. They would 
be eſteemed among the BEST MEMBERs of the rr 
and expected to enjoy the Benefits of Victory, though 
they ſtood NxuTERS, while their Nation was engaged 
in 2 Perhaps they thought themſelves ier than 
their Neighbours, and imagined they played a /ure Game: 
For if the Enemy ſhould prevail, they might expect 
Favour, as having done nothing to provoke their Diſ- 
pleaſure; and their own Countrymen would not hurt 
them. Well, they may obtain the Favour of Ijrael's 
Enemies, but they ſhall have the Curſe of Ifraels God, 
who will treat them as his Foes: For the Cauſe de- 
pending between God and the Mighty, admits of no 
| Neutrality. 
Me are here naturally led, 

I. To enquire what is meant by HRLING THE Loxp? 

II. To ſhew, that there can be no Mpru between 

mot helping and oppofing him : Or, that his Cauſe 
admits of no Neutrality in any of his Subjects. 

III. In what Senle they are cuksED, who do not 

help him. And, 


0 We are to enquire what is meant by helping. the 
| Lord. 


Gp Omnipotent, who is Self-ſufficient, and All-ſuffi- 
cient, can ever need the Aſſiſtance of his indigent Crea- 
tures, for the Accompliſhment of his Deſigns. He that 
ſpoke the World into Exiſtence, can never be at a Loſs 
to ſubdue thoſe, whoſe Being and Preſervation depend 
| 4 on 


This Phraſe does by no Means imply, that the Lord 


13 


on his Pleaſure. We may be certain the Scripture is 
perverted, if any Part of it is explained in a Senſe un- 
worthy of the divine Perfections, however the Words 
may ſound. And permit me to obſerve, that they who 
are always literal, or turn plain Scripture into Allegory, 
will be found Blaſpbemers of God, not Interpreters of his 
Word. | Nm 5 

But poſitively, the Phraſe of Helping the Lord, muſt 
be underſtood, 1ft, As expreflive of his infinite Con- 
deſcenſion and Grace; in that he is pleaſed to accept 
what is done, agreeable to his Preſcription, for his 
Church or People, as done to himſelf. Inaſmuch as ye 
did it to one of the Leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye did it unto 
mne d. l Aa 

4 To help the Lord, is of equal Import with being 
on his Side, Exod. 32. 26. It is to eſpouſe the Cauſe * 
which he approves, and in which he is engaged; which» Þ 
we know is always juſt and good. It is impoſſible toy 
help bim in an unrighteous Cauſe, who hates Robbery for 
burnt Offering. He is engaged for Truth againſt Er- 
ror ;--for Holineſs againſt Sin ;--and for his People's He 3 
tence againſt their Enemies. In order then to help him, 
we muſt ſearch diligently for Truth, and having und 
it, muſt hold it faſt :--Contend carneſily, not for a Party, 3 
but for the Faith once delivered to the Saints || ; we mult = 
be exerciſed unto Godlineſs &, niortify earthly and ſenſual 
Luſts in ourſelves, and endeavour to perſwade othets to 
the ſame Courſe: And if Enemies unjuſtly invade us, 
we mult bravely hazard our Lives in the high Places of | 
the Field, in Defence of ourſelves,--of the Tender and 
Helpleſs who are under our Care, and the Privileges 
with which we are entruſted. This leads me to obſerve, 
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„ That Helping the Lord implies, the vigorous Uſe 
of all proper Means for obtaining every good End, To 


uſe Means is all we can do; the Event depends on the 
Tord himſelf, without whoſe effectual Concurrence, the 


beſt adapted will be uſed in vain: But if we uſe not the 
Means, we do nothing (for no more is in our Power) 


and doing nothing cannot be called helping the Lord. He 


ordinarily brings his Purpoſes to paſs by a Chain of ſub- 


| ordinate Cauſes; or, in other Words, by the Uſe of 
Means: Therefore, if we uſe them not, we cannot be 


faid to help, for we do not work with him. 
That he can accompliſh his De/gns without Means, 


is readily granted; but it cannot be inferred from thence, 


that he does not uſe them, as the Contrary i is the Ewa 
Maxim of his Government. Let a few Inſtances ſuffice, | 


fi out of many that might be given. 


The bringing of Hrael out of Egypt, and ne" the 


Nations of Canaan, are aſcribed folely to the divine 


Efficiency, in Deut. 4. 38. and 7. 22. &c.. Yet he 


employed * J Tower and Activity for thoſe Pur- 


ſes (a.) 


He ſet David on the 5 of Ifrael ; yet obliged him 


to fig It his Way to it. David owns, that God ſubdued 
tie People under bim; but how ?- By teaching his Hands 
| 10 Har, and girding bin with Strength, Pf. 18. 32, 34, 47. 


»Gop Rules the World: But he does it by Magi/tates, 


Hs whom he cloaths with Authority, and puts a Sword 


into their Hands, with ſtrict Orders not to bear it in vain, 


Nom. 1 3. 4. It is therefore a Crime to let it 2 in the 


Scabbard, when Juſtice commands it to be wn/heathed, 


either for the Protection of the Injured and Oppreſſed, or 
for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers. 


Paul was aſſured, that God would preſerve him, and 
all that failed with him; yet he was as s certain, that if 
7 Deut, 7 22. | 6 the 


FF 43 2 
the Sailors did not abide in the Sh:p, they could not be 
faved; Afts 27. 24. 31. for he knew, that according to 
the divine Conſtitution, the Means are inſeparable from 
the End. 
In ſecular Affairs it is well known, that Men reap as 
they ſow ( b. And the Vineyard of the Slothjul, in ſpite 
of al his good Withes, or preſumptuous Faith, will be 
over-grown with Thorns, Prov. 24. 31. 

We are required to pray to Gop for our daily Bread, 
and to expect it only from his liberal Hand; but we 
ſhall be diſappointed, if we do not /abour for it: For he 

that gives it, has nevertheleſs determined, that if any 
will not work, neither ſhall he eat (c.) His promiſe is, Tho. 
ſhalt eat Bread. But by what Means ſhall it be obtained? 
In the Sweat of thy Face. Gen. 3. 19. It is indeed abſurd 
to ſacrifice to our Net (d: But as abſurd to caſt it away, 
and ſay we need not uſe it. 

In Religion it is as plain, that if Chriſtians would ob- 
tain Grace, they muſt ſeek it earneſtly, in the Uſe of all 
appointed Means. Faith comes by hearing, Rem. 10. 17. 
and though it ve the Gift of God 6 e) yet they who deſire it, 
muſt attend on the Word preached. If we would have 
the Know/edge of God, and his Will, we muſt employ all 
ys r reaſoning Powers in ſearchirig the Scriptures (FJ and 

g for is as for hidden Treaſure. If any Man lack Wife + 
= he is directed to 3e it of God, James 1.3. Would 
we have a Spirit of Prayer ?--We muſt pray for it to him 
Who gives the holy Spiri t. To whom? To them that of 
him, Luke II. 13. 

Hence it clearly follows, that they who expect divine 
Knowledge without ſtudying the Scciptures ;--the holy 


B 2 Spirit 
8 6 750.8. 10. 4k 16. A 
Epb. a. 8. f Tel n f. 39. 


' whole Scheme of the divine Government. 


= 


[ 


[. Spirit, without Prayer ; -ſaving Bleſſings, without attend- 
[ing on Goſpel Ordinances ;--or Deliverance from tem- 


poral Enemies, without Fighting againſt them, diſcover 
their deep Ignorance of Scripture, of Reaſon, and the 
They reject 
the proper appointed Means of obtaining theſe Ends; and 
when they are rejected, there is no Reaſon to think, that 


Gop will concur with Means which he has not ap- 
pointed, or work Miracles to encourage Diſobedience 


and Preſumption. If they will not ſubmit to his Wiſ- 
dom, he juſtly gives them up to rong Deluſions, to be- 


lieve a Lie, 2 Theſ. 2. 12. To expect immediate Di- 
rection by Impulſes, when Scripture, or the Reaſon of 


Things, afford ſufficient Light, is not to truſt, but to 
tempt God; and to lay themſelves open to be practiſed 
upon, by the ſubtile Prince of Darkneſs, transformed into 
an ANGEL of LIGHT (g/ who will not fail to improve 
his Advantage. : 

It is true, God has ſome Times brought great Events 
to paſs, without the Intervention of ſecond Cauſes. 
This only proves that He is under no Neceſſity of uſing 
Means, but cannot prove them to be unneceſſarv for ws. 


It would be abſurd Reaſoning, to infer from his feeding 


Hael in the Wilderneſs without their Labour, that we 
ſhould neither plow nor ſow :--Or, becauſe he uverthrew 
Sennacherib's Army by an Angel, we may not reſiſt in- 
vading Foes, but wait for Miracles. We may as well 


argue, that ſeeing he preſerved Shadrach, Meſbach, and 


Abednego, from being hurt by the Fire (H) we may 


ſafely attempt to live like Salamanders, 
God may work Miracles, if he pleaſes: But to limit 


him to them, would be in us, the moſt daring Pre- 


ſumption. Yet this preſumptuous Thing we do, if we 
F 1 neglect 
g 2 Cor. 11, 14. Dan. 3. 27. 
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neglect or refuſe ordinary Means. We then ſay, with 
Meroz, we will not help:--Let him do it himſelf, or 
let it he undone. 

For ought we know, the Inhabitants of Meroz, were 
Conſcience-bound againſt Hgbting, and had recourſe to 
various Pleas for their Ju/{:ficatiori.--Nay: -for their Com- 
mendation. They would be eſteemed, forſooth, more 


peaceable than ie Neigſdbours; and would have no 


cruel Hand in ſhedding Blood. But all their Pleas are 


over-ruled by the ſupreme Judge; and a feartul Curſe is 


denounced upon them, for their criminal Neglect. 


This brings me to ſhew, 


2. That there can be no Meſium between not helping 
and oppoſing the Lord: Or, that his Cauſe admits of no 
Neutrality in any of his Subjects. | 

In ReL1G1on this is evident. We cannot ſerve God 


and Mammon, any more than one can ſerve tuo Maſters (i) 
commanding eontradictory Things. Cbriſt and Belial, 


Righteouſneſs and Unrighteouſneſs, are ſuch irreconcil- 
able Oppoſites, that no Medium can be found to com- 
promiſe the Difference. We are not allowed ſo much 
as to heſitate between Gop and Baal (E.) | 

In civil Policy the Matter is alſo 3 All who 


underſtand the Nature of Society, ſee a manifeſt Analogy 


between a natural Body, and a Body politic. Now if the 
natural Body be ſuppoſed in Danger of periſhing, and 
the Hands refuſe to adminiſter proper Nouriſhment, or 
the Stomach to receive and concoct it, when admini- 
ſtred :--If the Eyes and Feet are on contrary Sides of the 
Queſtion, the former refuſing to direct, and the latter 
to move ; is it not certain, that ſuch recuſant Members 
do not only hurt their reſpective Opponents, but the 
whole Body ? Do they not expoſe it to Ruin, according 
to 

i Mat. 6. 24. k 1 Kings, 18. 21. 
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to their ſeveral Influence and Importance, only by fland- 


I . 


Ii Neuter, and not performing each its proper Function? 
And is not a Medium, in this Cale, between hurting and 
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ſcattereth abroad, Mat. 12. 30. 


not helping, abſolutely impoſſible ? 

Thus far, the Caſe of a Body politic is exactly parallel. 
Let us ſuppoſe a Nation engaged in a ſuſt, but dangerous 
War, and that a Number of the profeſſed Subjects are 
for being at Peace with the Enemies of the State, and 
therefore refuſe to give the leaſt Aſſiſtance to repel the 
unjuſt Aſſailant by Force, but leave others to fight it out 


as they can: Is it not equally certain, that theſe peace- 


able Recuſants expoſe the Nation to ruin, in Proportion 
to their Number and Influence ? If the Nation is able to 


maintain its Cauſe without them, no thanks to them. 


Let it be remembered, that Meroz was not the leſs curſed 


+ becauſe Barack got the Victory. 


| Who can find a Medium between not defending a Poſt 
which is attacked, and /urrendering it to the Enemy? If 
our Liberties are invaded, and we do not oppoſe the In- 
vader, do we not give them away? There is here no 
third Method to be taken. We mult do one or the other 
of theſe two. Therefore they who belong to a Com- 
munity, and yet will not aſſiſt in defending it when at- 


FE tacked, are to be eſteemed as virtual Enemies, for they 


deliver us into our Enemies Hands, as far as their de- 
ſerting us can do it. 

This can be proved by an infallible Argument. For 
our Lord accounts thoſe his Enemies, who profeſſing to 
be his Fo/lowers, were yet Neutrals. He that is not with 
me. is again/} me; and he that gathereth not with me, 
This he ſpeaks as an 
univerſal Maxim, applicable in all like Caſes. 
confirm this yet more, when ſpeaking of thoſe who were 
not his profeſſed Followers, but of another Community, 


he 


And to | 


— 
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he obſerves, that their ot being againſt him, was a Proof 
of their being for him, Mark g. 38, 39, 40. He that ts 
not againſt us, is an or Part, And would we not all 
naturally conclude, that tnole of an Enemy's Army were 
on cur Side, who in Time of Battle would not fight 
againſt vs? For when they do nothing to prevent our 
Victory, they maiifeſt a Willingneſs that we ſhould ob- 
tain it, though they are not in a Poſition to fight for us: 
And whey they do nothing to make their. own Army 
victorious, they chuſe it ſhould be vanquiſhed; though 
they are not in Circumſtances actually to fight againſt 
them. Thus, by not oppoſing us, they help us to gain 
our Point; and by not aſſiſting their own, they expoſe 
them to ruin. he 

Suppoſe the two Scales of a Balance, by various 
Weights in each, to be equally porſed ; whatever is taken 
out of the one, though it be not caſt into the other, yet 
cauſes the other to outweigh that Scale out of which it 
was taken. | 2 

Are not our Enemies and we direct Contradictories? 
If fo, is it not impoſſible, that both can be ſerved by 
our People? If they aſſiſt us, they oppoſe our Enemies; 
if they Neglect us, they give our Enemies an Advan- 
tage equal to their Number and Weight. In fine, if it 
is poſſible, in this Caſe, to find a Medium between not 
helping and hindering, I will own that Light and Dark- 


neſs may be reconciled, and Chriſt and Belial may be 


Friends, Shocking Thought !---And is it not a like 
ſhocking Inconſiſtency, that the Members. of our Com- 
munity, ſhould profeſs to be at Peace with the declared 
Enemies of the State, while we are engaged in a juſt 


War againſt them? But how much more like Enemies 


are theſe Members, if they think it their Duty to prevent 
our Defence, as far as their Influence extends! 


Gop, 


1 


| 
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| 
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. which are indeed ſacred, yet we MP. lay, a 
| deceived Conſcience cannot change the Nature of Things; 


l 


Gov, the Founder of Society, will ever be acknows- 


| leged juſt, in requiring the Blood of every Man at the 
Hand of his Brother; one of the ſame Community, Gen. 
9. 5. For every Member, according to his Place, ſhould 
make the Defence of his Brother's Lite, 2gainſt unjuſt 
Violence, his Buſineſs. How fearful, then, will their 
Caſe be, who by CO/jice are the People's Proteclors and 
5 | Guardians, and yet will not do their Utmoſt to preſerve 
them from Ruin? When God makes Inguiſition for Blood, 
he will remember them, Pf. g. 12. and it will be a 7:gh- 
| feous Thing with him, to diveſt thoſe of Powter, who fo 
| abuſe it, as neither to be a Terror to Evil-doers, nor a 
[ | Praiſe to them that do well, Rom. 13. 3. 


To fay in excuſe, that FiGaTING is againſt their 


= CoNnSCIENCE, is only to tell us, that their religious Prin- 
eiples are ſuch as oblige them to betray their Fellow- 
Members, by leaving them in the Lurch, whenever 
they are invaded by an Enemy, and moſt need Aſſiſt- 
7 ance :--Such, as forbid them to be it Members of a 
+ Community in all Circumſtances. And to ſay this, would 
ſeem ſufficient to convince rational Perſons, that Prin- 
j ciples, chargeable with ſuch Abſurdities, however co- 
boured, muſt needs be falſe: For none dare ſay, that 


pure Chriſtianity unfits Men to be faithful Members of 


| N Society, either in Peace or War. Alas! how fad is their 


ion, whoſe religious Principles are their Crime / 
Their Ignorance in ſo plain a Caſe, and in a Land of 
| Light, 1s not invincible, but voluntary (in ſome Degree.) 
If Perſons have ſufficient Means of Conviction, but 


through Party-Zeal, ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light, 


their Perſcraſion of a Falſhood is the more aggravated, 
However tender we ſhouid be of the Rig 75 of Con- 


cannot 


———— K— 
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cannot make a ſinful, to become an holy Action. Was 
Paul guiltleſs in perſecuting the Saints, becauſe he did 
it in Obedience to Conſcience? No. Elſe he had no 
Reaſon to repent of it ſo bitterly, as he aſterwards did. 
It ftrong Delufiens lead any to believe a Lie, will Con- 
ſcience make that Lze a 7. ruibs Did the Jews Ignorance 
of the Lord of Glery, fave them from that JYrath, which 
came upon them to the Uttermsft ?(I) If all theſe, and ſuch 
like, muſt be anſwered in the Negative, how can we 
eſteem thoſe to be innccent, who for Conſtience- Sake, 
are a Cicg to the neceſſary Defence of the Community to 
which they belong ?--Who for Conſcience Sake, would 
deliver us up, and all our religious and civil Rights, 
into the Hands of our Enemies? No. We cannot but 
h-1d them guilty of our Blood, and all the fatal Conſe- 
quences of a Defeat: And therefore cannot but de- 
nounce Evil to them, and all others, who do not act 
their Part, for the Support of a righteous Cauſe. This 
leads me to enquire, 
3. In what Senſe they are curſed who do not help the 
Lord. | 

To Curſe, in the common Acceptation of the Word, 
is to wiſh Evil to the Perſon, or Thing, in View. Our 
Curſes cannot make any one miſerable, and therefore do 
only expreſs Deſire of his Miſery, when taken in the 
worſt Scnſe. 

But that the Point in Hand, may be more clearly 
A it is neceſſary to premiſe ſome Things negatively. | 

1. We may not take this Text in ſuch a Senſe, as 
1 make it inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Duties, of 
bleſſing thoſe who curſe us-- praying for cur Enemies--and | 
for all Men. Nor may we take theſe Scriptures in a | 
venſe inconſiſtent with our Text. We May not deſire | 


C the | 
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the final Evil of any; nor ceaſe to pity the Miſerable, or 


to pray for pardoning Mercy to the Guilty, while there 
is any Hope. But as we know that Mercy is only ex- 


| ! tended to the Penitent, we ſhould pray for their Re- 
pentance, but not that God would pardon the finally 


Impenitent and Unbelieving: For that would be to 


[il | pray, that he would, for their Sakes, falſify his Word. 


So in praying for our Enemies, we can only be ſoppoſed 
to deſire their Reformation, but not their Succeis in 


their evil Deſigns againſt us. On the Contrary, we 


may pray, that their injurous Attempts may be baffled, 
which is, in that Reſpect, to curſe them. 

2. We may not wiſh Evil to any, from perſonal 
Hatred, or to gratify private Revenge. This would be 
contrary to that Love which we are commanded to ex- 
erciſe towards others; and to that Forgiveneis, without 


WF which we are not to expect the Pardon of our Treſpaſſes 


from God. We are certain, that the Ang el of the Lord 


did not intend, that we might indulge Malice, or even 


vent our own Spleen, under Pretence of public Zeal. 

But the Curſe denounced in our Text, will appear 
pertectly conſiſtent with thoſe Things, when limited to 
the following Significations. 


1. Confider it as declaring a Perſwaſjon, that the Per- 


fons charatteriſed, WILL BE CURSED of God. 


That this is not a ſtraining of the Word, is evident 
to all who know, that the Hebrews often uſe the Im- 
perative, for the future Time. Or, the certain Futurity 
of an Event, is expreſſed by Way of Defire, or Com- 
mand. Thus the Prophets are ſaid to h theſe Things, 
which they only predict, as Jer. 1. 10. I have ſet thee 


10 roof out, to pull down, to deſtroy, to throw down ; to 


build, and to plant, In like Manner, cur/e ye Meroz, 
is, © pronounce her accurſed, and be aſſured it will fo 
come 


CRY" 


come to paſs.” For God has faid it, and his Curſes are 
not impotent Wiſhes, but make the Objects of them 
miſerable. 3 7 | 

And certainly they who are guilty of the like Crime, 
deſerve the like Curſe, and have Reaſon to fear it, 
ſince divine Juſtice is ſtill the lame. The Guilty may 
deſpiſe it, and put it far from them, if they will; but 
no Colourings, Quivbles, or Sophiſms, nor any Thing but 
their Reformation, will ſecure them from the Danger. 
They have not to deal with Men, but with that God 
who judges according to Truth, aud cannot be impoſed 
on by falſe Pretences. | 

2. To curſe Meroz, is to acknowledge that the Curſe is 
juſt. For Mera would not 7:gard her Country's Call, 
nor obey the O:ders of her Sovereign: It is therefore 
meet, and becoming, that he ſhould call her Inhabitants 
to account, and puniſh them as Enemies to his Govern= 
ment. And their injured Country, having nothing to 
picad in their Favour, will own they have deſerved all 
the Miſery e inflits. In ſuch a Scuſe we are to un- 
derſtand the Scriptures, which aſſert that 7be Saints ſhall 3 
Judge the Weirid(m.) For Chriſt as the ſupreme Judge, 
will pronounce the Sentence; and the Saints concuf, 
and declare it to be equitable and fit. „ 

3. To curſe Meroz, is not only to cwn the Tuftice-af- 
the Sentence, but alſo to acquieſce in it, becauſe juſt; * 
thouvh it be attended with the Miſ-ry of Delinquents. 
In this View, the Pfaliniſt's Imprecaitons are not ſhock- 
ing; and this is the ſtrongeſt Point of Light, in Which 
they can truly be ſet. 

It is a dreadful Doom which the righteous Lord pro- 
nounces, and will execute on ſpiritual Babylon: Yet the 
Heavens, Saints, Prephets, and Apoſtles, are all called 

| © | upon 

m Mat. 19. 28. and 1 Cor. 6. 2, 3. 
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open to rejoice in it, Rev. 18. 20. And what Pleaſed- 
ness appears in thoſe Acclamations; in Rev. 16. 5, 6, 7. 
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Righteous art thou, O Lord, which art, and wat, and art 
to come, becauſe thou haſt judged thus.--- For they have ſhed 
the Blood of thy Saints and Prophets, and thou ball given 
them Blood to drink, for they are worthy.---Ewven ſp, Lord 
God Almighty, true and righteous are thy Judgments.— 
Yet theſe, who are fo highly ted with the dreadful 
Executions of divine Jusrick, are not turbulent, cruel, 
and revengeful Spirits, but Saints and Angels, full of 
Love to God and Men. But Fy/ice has an inexprefiible 
Excellency, and a moſt charming Beauty, to upright 


Minds. To be pleaſed with its Execution, is only to be 


_ pleaſed, that Things are as they ought to be. Fitneſs 


and Propriety, can never fail of the higheſt Approbation, 
when they are obſerved. But diſtempered Eyes cannot 
bear the dazzling Light of the Sun ; nor can blind and 
guilty Minds behold the Brightneſs of moral Beauty. 
The Souls under the Altar {Rev. 6. 10.) are not 


if chargeable with the Want of ſuch Love, as they ought 
to have, who yet earneſtly defire, that heir Blood may 
be avenged on thoſe that dwell on the Earth : Not becaute 


they are malicious and revengeful, but becauſe they are 
pleaſed with the Will of God, and as perfect Spirits, 


triumph in the Diſplays of governing Righteouſneſs. 


To Delight in the Miſery of any, for its own Sake, is 


71 the Part of infernal Malice : But to delight in the Ex- 
ecution of pure Juſtice, though Miſery to the Guilty 


Fi 


I 
| 


attends it, appears plainly to be the Part of a pure and 

heavenly Mind. 

Ezekiel, and the pious Captives with him, were ten- 

derly touched, and even inconſolable, becauſe of Jeru- 

Jalem's approaching Miſery. In order to comfort them, 

God propoſes to their Conſideration, the Juſtice of the 
Thing, 


Thing, Eaet. 14. 22, 23. And ye fhall ſee their Way, 
and their Doings; and ye ſhall be comforted concerning t 
Evil that I have brought upon Feruſalem, even concerning 
ALL that T have brought upon it, how dreadful ſoever. | 
And they ſhall comfort you, when ye ſee their Ways and 
therr Doings ; and ye fhall knew, that TI have not done 
WITHour Causs, all that I have done in it, faith the 
Lord. The Sum of the Argument is, „though the 
Ruin of your Country is fo very inſupportable to you; 
yet when you ſee plainly, that pure Juſtice required it, 
you will be ſatisfied, becauſe you love Righteouſneſs; 
notwithſtanding that you ftul retain the ſame compaſſion- 
ate Temper.” NS "ns 
O! it is dreadful to behold the Havock of the hu- 
man Race!--to fee Scourging, Hanging, Torturing, 
Burning !-- to ſee Fields of Blood, mangled Bodies !-- 
the Earth gorged with the Gore of its Inhabitants !=- | 
populous Cities in Heaps! and a joyful and profperous | 
Country an horrid Waſte ! But let a true Chriftian ſee 
the Sins that procured all this, and his Mind will be 
at Reſt, becauſe he ſees it to be a fit and righteous! 
Thing. And to ſuch a one, Injuſtice and Impropriety 
alone, would have a more ſhocking Aſpect than alli 
theſe Horrors. TER $4501 5 
What henet Man but is pleaſed, that a Robber, or 
Murderer, is diſcovered and puniſbed? He is ſorry for 
the Guilt, and pities the miſerable Caſe, of the ſuffering 
Criminal: But ſhould the Courſe of Juſtice be ſtopped, 
and ſuch Miſcreants be carreſſed, or winked at, his | 
Sorrow would be unſpeakably greater. A juſt Judge 
will condemn a Malefactor to a cruel Death; yet none 
charges him with Want of Love, Humanity, or Incon- 
ſiſtency, on that Account. mi 
| ut 
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But why need I add more ?--The Gop of Love, of. 
Mercy, and Kindneſs, dooms impenitent Sinners to erer- 
= 2 oes. This he does, not becauſe he delights in 
their Deſtruction, but becauſe he regards Rrghteouſneys, 
above Worlds. What ſhall we think, then, of partial, 
ſelfiſh, and ignorant Profeſſors of Religion, who would 
let Juftice, Truth, and all go, rather than exerciſe due 
Severity? They would, forſooth, appear more merciful 
than God himſelf. Saints, Prophets, Apoſtles, and 
holy Angels, are crue!, compared with them, and far 
from their meek and peaceful Diſpoſitions. But unhap- 
pily, theſe Men, thus hyperbolically Mercitul, who 
WH profeſs more Love to Peace, than to Juſtice, Propriety, 
= and Fitneſs,” do, by that very Thing, break the Har- 
mony of the divine Attributes, and prove themiclves 
unlike to God;--to Saints on Earth, and in Heaven ;--to 
Saints under "i old Teſtament, and the New. Love 
and Mercy are falſe, when partial : Wae ſhould love 
and pity our Enemies; but ourteives. too, and that in 
the firſt Place: For Sel'-Defſence is our or: iginal Law. 
Wherefore if an Enemy ſeeks to kill us, our killing 
him to ſave ourſelves, is no Violation of the Law .of 
Love, but rather a Fulfilling it: Whereas, if in ſuch a 
Caſe we are paſſive, we practically approve and promote 
Fall that Iniquity and Barbarity, we pretend to dread and 
deteſt, and are conſequentiaſly guilty £ of: Self-Maurder. 

On the whole, you ſee, that cg FB obliged 
| il "them. to indulge: no Temper of Spirit, contrary to tac 
Goſp el of Peace: No, nor yet different from that Tem- 
\ er hk” would have, had they been in Heaven. 

Ag principal -Zzference, which 1 intend to proſecute, 
is tnls, 

That Britiſh SutjedTs, Who reſuſe to aſſiſt their la- 
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l bouring Country, in the preſent Far, are obnoxious to 
* Curſe of Meroz. This 
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This will be evident, by ſhewing, that we are en- 
gaged in a good Causr, and fo are on the Lord's Side: 
Conſequently, ey who do not help to ſupport this Cauſe, 
do not help the Lord. | 
If our Enemies were the Aggreſſors, and like Robbers, 
invaded our Property in Time of Peace, it is lawful and 
right for us to detend it, by repelling them: For we 
are accountable to God for the Gifts of his Providence, 
and may not give them up to an unjuſt Invader, at his 
Pleaſure. If it is juſt, and our Duty, to defend our- 
ſelves againſt domeſtic Robbers, it cannot be the Con- 
trary, when we have to deal with foreign Ones. Now 
it is well known, that the French had ſeized on the 
Lands of Onio, and were fortifying themſelves within 
the Britiſſi Territories, before a Sword was drawn againſt | 
them. - 35+. 
Should any ſuggeſt, *© that faid Lands are the Pro- 
perty of the Indians; and ſince neither of the contend= } 
ing Parties had any Right to them without Purchaſe, it 
cannot be ſaid that we had @ better Right than the 
French ; for both are on an equal Footing.” To this 
it may be anſwered, that though neither Party had a 
Right to thoſe Regions without Purchaſe; yet if the 
Natives gave the firſt Grant of them to Britons, our 
Cauſe is juſt and good. Now ſuch a Grant ſeems to 
follow of Courſe, when we conſider, that the Indzan 
Nations, who have Dominion over them, are the Allies, 
and perhaps I may fay, in ſome Reſpects, the Subjects 
of Great-Britain; that they have ſtill ſold their Right, 
as we had Occaſion to purchaſe ; and encouraged the 
extending of our Settlements. * 
If, as the Objection ſuppoſes, the Lands in Queſtion, 
lay in common as to Europeans among themſelves; then, 


according to Principles of natural Equity, the firſt Ou: 
Pant 


| ( 24 ] 
# ſecured the Right to them, in reſpe of all other 
Claimants, beſides the Natives. And it is on this Prin- 
ciple, ſo far as I can diſcover, that ſeveral Nations of 
Europe claim a ſpecial Right to thoſe American Regions 
W they reſpectively poſſeſs. But it is evident from antient 
= Charters, that Britons were the firſt Occupants of the 
Lands aforeſaid, in reſpect of their European Neighbours, 

Beſides, former Treaties have been produced, that 
ſhew, the French were circumſcribed in ſuch Bounds as 
do not reach near the Obz9., Thus our Claim appears to 
be better founded, and nioquontly the ar, on our 
Part, is juft. 

But though this Matter gave the firſt Occaſſon to the 
Mar, yet, conſidering the Enemies we have to deal with, 
far greater Things are at Sale. We contend for a 
large and fertile Country; but our civil Rights and Li- 
berties, and our RELIGION too, are intereſted in the 
EvENT. If our Enemies prevail, they will think them- 


= ſelves licenſed to oppreſs and afflict us always: It will 


appear to them good Policy, to leſſen our Numbers by 
= any violent Meaſures, that we may be diſabled from 
attempting the Recovery of our Liberty; and doubtleſs 
= they wil! deſtroy thoſe, whoſe Influence they would 
have moſt Cauſe to dread. 
| In this Caſe, no Man could call any Thing he poſſeſ- 
fes his own ; no, not his Life. All his Labour will be 
at the Diſpoſal of his Enemy. And what can be ex- 
pected — ſuch? Tyranny is the Genius of their Go- 
vernment, and bloody Cruelty of their Religion; by both 
which, their Temper: are ſo formed, as to be more fit 
for the Rule of Beaits, than of Men. They are as juſtly 
Charactorized, a bitter and hafly Nation, as ever the 
Chalgeens were, Hab. 1.6. if we can depend on hifto- 
rical e 
If 
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If they prevail, they will ſuppreſs Truth and Rigbte- 
enuſneſs. The popiſh Mass-Book will be impoſed, in- 
ſtead of ſacred. Mrit; and inſtead of pure Ordinances of | 
divine Inſtitution, an endleſs Round of Pagan Ceremonies, | 
new vamped :--Rites fo whimſical and phantaſtic, that 
they manifeſt themſelves to have been the Figments of 
crazy Brains, or deluded Imaginations. They will re- 
quire us, on our higheſt Peril, to believe the infallible 
Truth of unproved Traditions, fooliſh Legends, and In- 
poſſibilities, inſtead of a rational Syſtem of divine Truth. 
Inſtead of an orthodox, evangelical Miniſtry, we ſhall 
have a Swarm of hypocritical Monks, Friars, Prieſts, 
and Jefuits; whoſe Deceit, Pride, Luſt, Cruelty, and | 
Avarice, will, when they have got the Aſcendant, 
make it ſeem, as though the Mouth of the bottomleſs Pit 
was indeed opened (n) it the Repreſentations of credible 
Perſons, who well knew them, can be believed. The 
Right of educating our Children will be taken from us, | 
and they taught to forſake the Ged of their Fathers ti 
mutter Words which they do not underſtand, and count 
Beads, inſtead of Prayers ;--to adore a conſecrated Water, 
and truſt in the Interceſſion of departed Saints, inſtead 
of depending on the one only Mediator, Chrift Tefus. | 
In ſhort, Tgncrance and Error will break in as a Flood, 
and involve a Land of Light in worſe than Egyptian | 
Darkneſs. Then will thoſe who dare not die for true 
Religion, be forced to redeem a wretched Life, by pro- | 
feſſing to believe the Truth of thoſe Poſitions, Which 
they know to be falſe, O! what Numbers of ſenſual, | 
ſecure, and careleſs Proteſtants, will be enſnared in that | 
evil Time! Their Conſciences counteracted and defiled, | 
will Torture them with deadly Gripes; and it is Ten 
to One, but they will die under the tearful and certain 
Proſpe& of future Torments : To theſe diſmal Straits 
D they 

7 Rev. 9. 2, | + 
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they expoſe themſelves, and their Fellow-Subje&s, who 
| will not oppole the preſent Enemy by Force. 


* Now, if the Security of invaluable Rights and Privi- 
leges, the Preſervation of pure Religion, the Glory of 


1 Gop, and Happineſs of Poſterity, are all concerned in 
che 2yarre/, it is evident we have a good Cauſe, and 


are on the Lord's Side. And if fo great Matters depend 


on our Exertion, who can be fo infatuated, as not to 


beſtir himſelf ? Who fo deluded by the Enemy of God 
and Men, as to think it his Duty to ſtand Neuter? 
Who dares pretend to be more peaceable than tbe Man 
after God's own Heart, and other approved Saints ?-- 
Nay, more peaceable than the Angel of the Lord, and 


the Lord of Angels. 


It is vain to object, that © theſe are old Teſtament 
Inſtances ; but that we are under a different Diſpenſa- 
tion, which admits of no Violence in any Cate :” For 
whatever Differences there are between the two Diſpen- 
8 fations, they cannot be ſuch as change the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things. If there can be a Cauſe now defend- 
ing between God and the Migbty, it will be as criminal 
not to appear on his Side now, as it was formerly --- 
WO What falſe Conceptions of the Goſpel Diipentation have 
= they, who imagine it prohibits our defending, even by 
Force, the Cauje of the Lord? Is the Gojpe/ built on 
the Ruins of human Nature? When we become Milli- 
ans, muſt we ceaſe to be Men? Does it eradicate the 
original Impreſſion of Self-Preſervation? Does it cancel 
our Obligations to our King, and our Conntry?--Or ra- 
ther, do they not wreſt every Text, which they force 


do peak what is contrary to the eternal Reaſon of Things, 


and to many other Sorzptures? Be not deceived : Gop 
has the ſame Regard to Tub, Juſtice, and Propriety, 
that he ever had; and he will always act according to 


3 this Word, in its true Intent and Meaning, and not ac- 


© cording to the erroneous Conceptions of thoſe who 


. 
miſtake it. Deluſive Notions aſide; let thoſe who have 
not perverted original Nature itſelf, ſpeak what they feel. 
Who, that has been uſed to walk at Liberty, can 
bear to go in Shackles? Who, that has enjoyed the Fruit 
of his Labours, and had as firm Security for his ſmall _ 
Poſſeſſions, as the King for his Throne, can endure, that 
all ſhould be precarious, and at the Diſpoſal of a Tyrant? 

Who, that can reliſh the Sweets of domeſtic Society, 
and rejoices in a chaſte, beloved Wife, can bear the 
Thoughts of ſeeing her forcibly debauched, and his 
Virgin Daughters, deflowered, by abandoned Ruffians 2-= 
His Sens the Hape of his Family, ſlain, or enſlaved 7 
All his pleaſing Proſpects of their Happineſs in the 

World, quite vaniſbed, and his Hopes funk in utter 
Deſpuir ?--All the Provijion, that his Induſtry and Care 
had laid up for them, now ſeized, and diſtributed among 
his and their Enemies, and the whole preceeding Time 
of his Life entirely loſt ? Who, that has lived in affluent 
Circumſtances, can endure the Thoughts of Beggary, 
when he has none to ſupplicate for Relief, but an in» 
ſulting Foe? In a Word, who, that deſires to tranſmit 
the Bleſſings he has enjoyed to his Poſterity, can bear 
to ſee them deprived of the Greateſt ?--Of All ?--Robbed | 
of Liberty, Property, and Religion, at once? 

Our Fathers purchaſed this goodly HERITAGE for us, 
at the Price ot great Labour, and much Blog; nor 
thought the Purchaſe too dear, provided they might entazl 
it on their Pofterity for ever: And ſhall we, O degenerate! 
ſhall we, through Sloth, Cowardice, or Deluſion, break 
the Fntail? Shall we leave our Children, Slavery for 
Liberty, arbitrary Government, for Law and Equity, 
and Peopery, for the pure Chriftion Religion ?/O, cruel 
Parents] falſe and treacherous Friends ! unworthy, ut- 
terly unworthy, of thoſe tender and endearing Names! 
unworthy to whom ſuch precious Privileges ſhould have 
been entruſted! it was like putting a Price into the Hundt. 
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if a Fool, who knew not its Uſe or Value, and therefore 

{quandered it away. Unworthy of Society, who betray 
its beſt Intereſts ; and when Aſſiſtance was moſt needed, 
& inſtead of detending, have delivered them up to our 


Enemies! ; 
Could our pious and valiant Porefathers riſe from 


their Graves, and ſee the daſtardly, ſordid, and ſelfiſh 


Diſpoſitions of many of their O ring; their Efeminacy, 
Luxury, falſe Notions, Confinement to little Party-[nte- 


i reſts, and abſolute Want of public Spirit, what would 
== they think? or what fay? They would diſown ſuch 
= degenerate Minds and Manners ; and bluſhing at the 


| ' Sight, would haſten back to their Graves, now more 

= beloved, becauſe they hid from their Eyes a Scene fo 

eng and deteſtable ! 

= When, therefore, our Honour and Safety are at Stake; 
| when the Intereſts of Religion and Liherty,--when our 

King (the Darling of every faithful Britiſh Subject) — 


when our Country, our Wives, Mothers, Siſters, tender 


= fan's, and Children not yet born, all, with one Voice, 
cn to us for Help, ſhall we refuſe to exert ourlelves ? 
Are our Hearts made of Steel or Adamant, that they can 
reſiſt the perſwafive Oratory of ſuch Supplicants? Shall 
- ſuch a loud, united Call, not awaken us from a lethar- 
gic Sleep? Are our Spirits ſo ſtupified and benumbed by 
Errors, or falſe Pleaſures, that no Proſpects can entice ; 
no Dangers alarm? And will nothing but Deſtruction 
itſelf make us ſenſible? Then, it is high Time we go 


off the Stage, and give Place to others who will act a 
better Part. 


= But ſome of you are ready to interrupt me, and fay, 
= © To what Purpoſe are all theſe moving Conſiderations 
= © propoſed to us? Is there any Need to inflame the 
| © Breaſts that have long ago glowed to be in Action! 
* But what can we do? In what Caſe can we afford 


. 5 pt You 2 Six, that the Hands of the Valiant 
33 Fe" « them- 
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« themſelves are tied up, by the unhappy, the ominoq 
« Diſputes of our LE61SLATURE, reſpecting a Mir rr 
„Law. Let Matters be once ſet on ſuch a Footing, 
c as will enable us unitedly to contend for our Country, 
« without being expoſed to the Inſclence and Tyranny 
« of a Party, who would impoſe unequal Burdens upon | 
« us, and then accuſe us if we refuſe to exert ourſelves} 
« But at preſent, there is no propt r Law made, to an- 
« ſwer the aforeſaid Purpoſe.” | . 
I confeſs, BRETHREN, I know not how to anſwer 
this Objection. How our Legiſlative Body can ſolve it, 
and acquit themſelves of Blame, they beſt know. But} 
however willing I am to hope the beſt, I dare not ven- 
ture to defend any Meaſures, that ſo much as ſeem tal 
prevent the Heip of the Lord again/t the Mighlix. 
What ſhall we fay ? The State of our Affairs is truly 
diſtreſſing at preſent, and no encouraging Proſpects are 
yet opening to us. Nay, the Heavens ſeem rather t 
be gathering Blackneſs, and threaten us with an awful 
Storm. And though we have not deſired the woeful D 
yet we cannot but apprehend it is approaching, and tai 
much the faſter, as divine Judgments, already inflictedy 
do not engage the Inhabitants of the Werld to learn Rightes| 
ouſneſs; but on the Contrary, Impiety appears more} 
triumphant. Multitudes dare to trample on the inviola- 
ble Authority, and tranſgreſs the ſacred Laws of God. 
By Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, Blaſphemy, profane Swear- 
ing, Sabbaoth-Breaking, Contempt of the Goſpel, and 
holy Ordinances; they encreaſe the national Cuilt, and 
draw down divine Vengeance on the Land. SY 
Many, in the Pride of their Hearts, aſſume to correct} 
infinite Wiſdom ; refuſe to humble themſelves, to faſt, 
and make Supplication to their Judge, on Account ol 
their own Sins, and thoſe of the Nation. God wil 
certainly vit for theſe Things; and ſuch Perſons may! 


dread: all the Effects of his Diſpleaſure, according to the 
; 8 Current 
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[Current of Scripture : But our preſent Text bears a 
(fearful Aſpect, more eſpecially on thoſe of the following 
| Characters. 
Thoſe who prefer private, or party Intereſt, or Re- 
wenge, to the public Weal ;--to the Cauſe of Juſtice and . 
Truth: Or, through mere Indolence, Covetouſneſs, or 
other falſe Principles, refuſe to exert themſelves for the 
Defence of their Country, and by Force and Arms to 
Erepel the Enemies of our Religion and Liberty :--- 
Who, being Members of the Legiſlature, will not 
Weonſent to juſt and impartial Laws, neceſſary for our 
W Defence; and this, that they may ſecure the Favour 
of a Party :-- 
Who n conſpire with the Enemies of their 
ECountry, abett their unrighteous Cauſe, and bid them 
cd. ſpeed : 
= Who, being ſupported and employed by their Country 
for its Defence, yet by an effeminate Delicacy, or ener- 
ing Pleaſures, unfit their Bodies, and indiſpoſe their 
g linde, for military Fatigues; and when the Enem 
Waſlaults, act the Coward, and #eep back their ! 
Ven Blood :--- 
Or, being Miniſters of State, indulge themſelves in 
Luxury; - revel and debauch at 5 Country's Expence, 
Fand neglect to conſult the beſt Meaſures for its Safety, 
vor watch for Advantages, and Opportunities of ſerving 
its true Intereſts :--- 
= And, in fine, all who are not fired with an honeſt 
zeal in the Cauſe of their Gov, of their King, and 
Country ; and cannot aſſent to the Juſtice. of the Dorm 
paſſed on the foregoing Characters, without condemning 
themſelves. 

"Theſe Characters are not condemned from Paſſion, or 
Party Zeal, but from a full Conviction that the Appli- 
bation is juſt, And I cannot but judge, that all, ae 

| carts 
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Hearts are loyal, and whoſe Religion is ſcriptural, will 
. readily and fully acknowledge the Juſtice of it. Gi 
But I do not chuſe to. conclude with a Curſe ; And 
though my Text mentions nothing elſe, yet, by a Parity 
of Reaſon, it is not impertinent to pronounce Bleſſings 
on thoſe of a contrary Character. For if they who help 
not the Lord, are curſed ; it follows, that they. who do 
are bleſſed. Were they bleſſed, who were the active 
Inſtruments of God's Vengeance on antient Babylon? So, 
and much more, will they, whe in their own neceſſary 
Defence, ate the Inſtruments of his Vengeance on fpj< 
ritual Babylon, the Moiber of Harlots, and Abomingtions 


* 


of the Earth. 
Now, whoever could aſſent to the Juſtice of the Curſe 
in the preceeding Cafes, wiil with great Pleaſure, con- 
cur in the following Bleſſings en. thoſec 57 
Who revere the awful Authority of the moſt High, 
and from pious Principles obey his Precepts, ſanctiſy has 
dabbaoths, attend his Ordinances, and live foberly- and 
righteouſly :-- Who ſubmit to. the InſtruQions of buys 
Word, and conform to his providential Diſpenſationss 
confeſs their Guilt, and humble themſelves by faſting 
according to his Preſcription, in this Day of Rebuke; 
who fand in the Gap before him, to plead fer Abe Lang? 
(o) and figh, and mourn, for all the Amman, I 
are dane iu it :---And bleſſed be they, 4 2 7 
Who, unbiafſed by the Frowns or Smiles of a Party, 
or any private, ſelfiſh Conſiderations, diſintereſfecly ek 
the public Welfare, and faithfully exert themſelves 30 
the Uttermoſt, according to their ſeveral Places ang 
Stations, for the Defence of their Country, Neligigg, 
and Liberty :--- > - 1.1: ar E 
Who chearfully take the Sword when Neceflity calls, 
and deſpiſing an unmanly Delicacy, endure Hardneſs as? 
becomes goed Soldiers, and ſtand prepared to face Dangers, 
and encounter Difficulties :--Who, when the Enemy breaks ; 
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t a 3:Fleed bravely oppoſe erfeives to the Torrent, 
FAY the Hero, and hazard their Lives in the high Places 
the Field ;--nor do their Swords return empty, but are 
| fica With the Blood of the guilty Slain :--- : 
Bleſſed be the Members of the Legiſlative Body, who 
are of a candid and impartial Spirit; who endeavour to 
| romote equitable and neceſſary Laws, and whoſe firm 
A in what 1s right, cannot be ſhaken by Op- 
nor —— 

Bleſſed be the Miniſters of State, who ſpend their 
Time and Strength, and exert their Abilities, for the 
Epood of the Nation; whoſe watchful Eyes diſcover 
© Dangers, while at a 8 and prudently avert them; 
© obſerye Advantages, and vigorouſly improve them. 

And bleſſed be all loyal Subjects, who had rather die, 
ben give up their Country to ruin; whoſe ſympathizing 
Hearts feel all her Calamities, rejoice in her Succeſſes, 
and kindle with an upright Zeal for her Safety; who 
love and honour his preſent Majeſty King Pong: our 
cb Sovereign, and pray for the Continuance of his 
. Life, and the Proſperity of his Reign: And 

in a Word, can joyfully ſay Amen to all theſe Bleſſings, 

from a well grounded Conſciouſneſs of an Intereſt in 
cem, ſo far as they reſpect the ſeveral Stations in which 
they are placed. 

T heſe be the Perſons whom God himlelf delights to 
Honour. Future Ages will riſe up, and call them bleſ— 
| od, and the Bleſſing of thoſe who were ready to periſh, 

1 will come upon them.—-Bleſed ſhall they be in the, City, 

: and bleſſed in the Field: Bleſſed when they come in, and 

a when they go out.---Blefſed in Life, and, mo 

z abundantly in Death, and bleſſed to all Eternity. And 


* all the People fay AMEN. N \ 
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